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Introduction 


The name "limerick" is undoubtedly Irish! but it is not 
easy to document its exact source. It is a five-line poem, 
usually humorous, but there are serious examples. 

The pattern is somewhat rigid, and decidedly 
rhythmical. It takes as its subjects persons, their names, 
backgrounds, characteristics, antics, and capers. It is 
customarily rhymed. 

The limerick first was introduced in Songs for the 
Nursery, Mother Goose’s Melodies for Children, 
published by Elizabeth Goose in 1719.7 Her limerick 
had three successive forms. It since has undergone a 
number of variations. 

Edward Lear, 1812 - 1888, an English humorist, 
artist and painter, made the limerick especially popular 
in the nineteenth century with his much-read A Book of 
Nonsense. The Lear version of the poetic form has set a 
standard for many subsequent writers. 

Limerick citations and contests are still to be 
found in books, magazines and newspapers, and their 
contents are a recipe for a smile or chuckle. It is hoped 
that the topics and subjects offered here will be worthy 
additions to this genre of verse. 

According to Arnold Bennett many of the best 
limericks are unquotable.? Be that as it may there will 
always be a place for light verse in literature, and the 
limerick acknowledges no peer in this category. 


Mel Lawson 


November 30, 1994, Sacramento, California 


1 Johnson, Burges, New Rhyming Dictionary and Poets’ 
Handbook, Harper & Row, Publishers, New York, Evanston, and. 
London. Copyright 1931, 1957. 

2 Wood, Clement (Editor), Rhyming Dictionary and Poet’s Craft 
Book, Doubleday & Company, Garden City, New York, 1931. 

3 Wood, Clement, Rhyming Dictionary, The World Publishing 
Co., New York, NY, 16th Printing, July, 1971. 
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Author 


Salute 


The limerick form of light verse 
Created by sentences terse 

Is often inane 

And hard to explain 
Inclined to be nonsense—or worse. 
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1 


A famed Book of Nonsense by Lear 
I can recommend without fear 

It will guarantee 

A laugh and te-hee 
Make worry and care disappear. 


2 


There was a young lady named Jeanie 
Who wore a flesh colored bikini 
And she matched it so well 
That you never could tell 
The actual bikini from Jeanie. 


3 


An older man married a go-go 
When he was already a slow-go 
In a very short time 
She was just in her prime 
And he was the town’s best known no-go. 
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4 


An Irish woman called Nora 
Lived in quaint old Glocca Morra 
She was wont to say 
Many times in a day 
"Erin go braugh" and "Begorra." 


5 


A Shakespearean star named Booth 
Mixed all of his drinks with vermouth 
He like to savor 
Its bitter flavor 
It made him say: "Zounds!" and "Forsooth!" 


6 


There once was a guy from Topeka 
Who fell in love with Frederika 
But he said the summers 
In Kansas were bummers 
And moved to far-off Tanganyika. 
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af 


There was a young butcher named Burke 
Employed part-time as a clerk 

He worked like a beaver 

But sat on a cleaver 
And got much behind in his work. 


8 


There was a young lady named Alice 
Born into a fairy-tale palace 
But she married a jerk 
Allergic to work 
Both live in a shanty in Dallas. 


9 


There was a food faddist called Herky 
Who lived on wild berries and jerky 
Never took any pills 
But he ate hedgehog quills 
And washed them all down with Wild Turkey. 
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10 


There was a game hunter named Zack 
Who for duck calls had a great knack 
A case of bronchitis 
And fresh laryngitis 
Rendered him unable to quack. 


11 


There was a mortician named Digger 
Whose partners were Mortis and Rigor 
More apt combination 
For grave and cremation 
Would certainly be hard to "figger." 


12 


He was a baseball player deluxe 

And quite handsome when he wore a tux 
The girls called him honey 
And wanted his money 

Which amounted to bundles of bucks. 
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13 


A girl football player named Goshen 
For the gridiron had great devotion 
But the male referee 
And head linesman agree 
That her backfield was always in motion. 


14 


There was a fat lady called Carol 

Who grew to be round as a barrel 
If she took on more weight 
She could not navigate 

And what would she do for apparel? 


15 


A young oriental named Fong 

Fell in love and married Mae Kwong 
In time they had twins : 
Two cute cherubims 

And they named one Ping and one Pong. 
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16 


There once were two Siamese cats 
That were bitten by hordes of rats 
And in addition 
To this condition 
Were infested by swarms of gnats. 


17 


A star baseball slugger named Pratt 
Used dynamite sticks in his bat 
They found his liver 
In the Red River 
His kidneys in Medicine Hat. 


18 


There was a young teacher named Max 
Well-known to be careless and lax 
Who without scruples 
Deprived his pupils 
Of an expertise in syntax. 
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19 


When old Zeke’s health started to fade 
Being senile made him afraid 

Though over the hill 

He took a new pill 
And in six months entered third grade. 


20 


He was in the top social strata 

In his book there was no errata 
But he married a girl 
Long considered a churl 

Now he is persona non grata. 


21 


Big Goliath came armed to the teeth 

With a stout sword concealed in its sheath 
David slung him a stone 
Causing him to fall prone 

And the Philistines to flee the heath. 
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Ze 


That night they danced the cotillion 

In the city’s spacious pavilion 
When they finished he said 
Soon you shall be wed 

In a gown colored vermillion. 


23 


A convict ordered cheese pepperoni 
Plus a side dish of hot macaroni 
But what he got instead 
Was a stale piece of bread 
And a smelly slice of baloney. 


24 


A woman under hypnosis 
Thought she had tuberculosis 
But when she awoke 
The first words she spoke 
"This is but one diagnosis." 
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20 


Nothing surpasses good bourbon 
Served in spots rustic or urban 
Something in whisky 
Makes you feel frisky 
And want to wear a jeweled turban. 


26 


He was the girl’s favorite suitor 
A brilliant professor—her tutor 

But she bid him adieu 

And found somebody new 
She said he made love by computer. 


oe 


The leaning Tower of Pisa 

And smile of the Mona Lisa 
Are cause for acclaim 
And both deserve fame 

But are outranked by the pizza. 
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28 


Mose was a guy from Nantucket 

At ninety-six kicked the bucket 
He found life a bore 
Wanted no encore 

And was quite ready to chuck it. 


29 


There was a lad from Bolivia 

Who jilted girl friend Olivia 
When called on to explain 
Said she gave him a pain 

Her mouth spilled constant trivia. 


30 


A husband who was carnivorous 

Had a wife who was herbivorous 
Though happily married 
With menus so varied 

Their kids all were omnivorous. 
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31 


A basketball player named Kidd 

Excelled in all things that he did 
But one night got sore 
Claimed he could not score 

Because both of the hoops had a lid. 


a2 


A small boy quite religiously bent 

Was instructed in what Easter meant 
When told self-denials 
Was one of the trials 

Said, "I will give up spinach for Lent." 


33 


By his own boastful admission 
He was a great politician 

But he neglected 

To get reelected 
Thus putting to end his ambition. 
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34 


There was a young gardener called Willis 
Who married a florist name Phyllis 
They spent countless hours 
Attending their flowers 
And named their first-born Amaryllis. 


35 


A scholarly academician 

In a spelling bee exhibition 
Spelled out xebec all right 
And the word troglodyte 

But stumbled on hydrostatician. 


36 


There was a strange creature from Mars 
Who visited Earth from the stars 

Said, "Your food is fine 

And so is your wine 
But I have to live on Mars Bars." 
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37 


The father’s name was Sylvester 

The mother was christened Ruth Esther 
In due course of time 
With both liking to rhyme 

They named their sons Lester and Chester. 


38 


The things Midas touched turned to gold 
Including his food we are told 

Because of his wealth 

He enjoyed poor health 
And was a sad sight to behold. 


39 


A banker named Bachagalupi 

Had eyes that were tearful and droopy 
The main cause of his looks 
Was his unbalanced books 

To correct them was clearly his duty. 
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40 


There was a young golfer named Scragg 
Who had neither cart nor a bag 

He said it was tough 

To be in the rough 
Out of sight of the green or the flag. 


41 


The girl was exceedingly pretty 

But the way she dressed caused much pity 
There were those who opined 
That her clothes were designed 

By a dazed and deranged committee. 


42 


He was tuned into things esthetic 

And never considered athletic 
His wife who had muscle 
Gave him quite a tussle 

To his views was unsympathetic. 
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43 


The walls in old Jericho town 

At one time received great renown 
They did not win a prize 
For the saving of lives 

But for the sad fact they fell down. 


44 


She was a businessman’s "bunny" 
Who called him "sugar" and "honey" 
On mother’s advice 
She married him thrice 
Once for love, once for "kicks", once for money. 


45 


Have you heard of the widow Mahone 
Who lived down by the quarry alone? 

It was said of her heart 

If you took it apart 
You would find it had all turned to stone. 
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46 


A woman known for her piety 

And recognized for sobriety 
Did finally succumb 
To the evils of rum 

And enjoyed great notoriety. 


47 


A golfer found the pearly gates shut 
But according to late scuttlebutt 
Was offered admission 
On one lone condition 
That someday he would learn how to putt. 


48 


He was a nonagenarian 
She was an octogenarian 
With their kind of pluck 
And lotsa good luck 
Each will become a centenarian. 
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49 


A girl who was named Desdemona 
Was born in Tucson, Arizona 
She married a fellow 
Whose name was Othello 
And moved to far-off Barcelona. 


50 


The old man had many a wrinkle 
But his eyes possessed a sharp twinkle 
He had slept twenty years 
Was unknown by his peers 
Who forgot the aged Van Winkle. 


at 


In a language that rhymes burn with stern 
Then matches a sojourn with yearn 
When kissed sounds like tryst 
And the word prejudiced 
Kids find phonics not easy to learn. 
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32 


Those born with the sign of Aquarius 

Possess natures sundry and various 
They have good common sense 
Are devoid of pretense 

And are known to be quite gregarious. 


53 


Achilles, for Greeks, had appeal 
The Iliad says he was real 
But memories grow dim 
Our recall of him 
He had a big weakness—his heel. 


54 


There was an old Irishman, Barney, 
Who lived in the town of Killarney 

He entertained folks 

With his stale Gaelic jokes 
And his limericks flavored with blarney. 
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Bf) 


The Puritans fell on their knees 
Thanking God for their liberties 
But it is sad to tell 

That thereafter they fell 
On the red aborigines. 


56 


There was a musician named Brown 
Whose notes were the talk of the town 
He played the bassoon 
A reedy buffoon 
Which is called the orchestral clown. 


SF 


There was a young fellow named Dunker 
In a golf game he proved a flunker 

His putting was frowzy 

His chip-shots were lousy 
And he drove from bunker to bunker. 
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58 


We do not do the cha-cha any more 

And merely need a small place on the floor 
We do not hear the beat 
Have lead in both our feet 

And cannot even do a short encore. 


ee) 


The man was born in Albania 

Lived out his life in Rumania 
But on his death bed 
Reportedly said: 

"Please bury me in Tasmania." 


60 


There was an odd spinster named Donna 
Who lived all her life in north Ghana 
Because food made her ill 
She took many a pill 
And constantly smoked marijuana. 
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61 


A young baseball player named Guy 
Let a blazing fast ball go by. 

The ump called it a strike 

To the batter’s dislike, 
"I could not see, but it sounded high." 


62 


When women find men’s words taboo 
Inviting them to rendezvous 

They do not resort 

To angry retort 
They no longer blush. Now they sue. 


63 


She was attractive Viola 

Who lived in far-off Pensacola 
She married a man, 
An amphibian 

Who wooed her in a gondola. 
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64 


Halloween, that special night 

For the goblin, the ghost, and the sprite 
When kids from the street 
Call out "trick or treat" 

And we appease their appetite. 


65 


A star football player named Breed 

Was known for his blinding speed 
The Homecoming game 
Brought him lasting fame 

But he could not learn how to read. 


66 


The Hebrew prophets Zechariah, 
Ezekiel, and Zephaniah 
All bore tidings of gloom 
And forecast certain doom 
But could not outdo Jeremiah. 
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67 


A well-trained lady named Marian 
Was the small village librarian 
People came to refer 
Their bad syntax to her 
For she was a good grammarian. 


68 


Christmas is that time of year 

When the Earth abounds with good cheer 
When old Santa’s sled 
Is brilliantly led 

By Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer. 


69 


There was a young lawyer named Key 
A poetic celebrity 

Who wrote a good song 

Which is still going strong 
It begins with "O say can you see." 
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70 


A fractious young couple named Morse 
Found they had no time for discourse 
And both he and she 
Blamed in on TV 
And finally got a divorce. 


iB 


On an evening you cannot sleep 

Do not spend your time counting sheep 
But turn to confessing 
That you have a blessing 

You did nothing to sow but you reap. 


72 


The novice appeared to be addled 
When with a wild horse he was saddled 
He said: "I am so sore 
I will seek no encore. 
My rump feels as if it’s been paddled." 
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73 


Gettysburg was trouble indeed 

And came when the North was in need 
Most writers agree 
It stopped R. E. Lee 

And gave victory to G. G. Meade. 


74 


There was a young songster named Ferd 
Whose voice was as sweet as a bird 

As a fine singer 

He was a ringer 
But personally he was a nerd. 


75 


Lewis with Clark at his side 
Roamed the Northwest far and wide 
They owed much success 
To the helpfulness 
Of Sacajawea their guide. 


26 Limericks by Lawson 


76 


A man who was ninety years old 
Was said to be hungry and cold 
When he passed away 
His old Chevrolet 
Contained a cool million in gold. 


(oi 


There was a young fellow named Flynn 
Who was so distressingly thin 

Ignoring advice 

He skated on ice 
On crossing a crack he fell in. 


78 


There was a warrior—a Sioux 

Who played at tight end for Purdue 
He caught many passes 
Especially from lasses 

Before bidding football adieu. 
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79 


There was a lady named Cat 

Who grew up uncommonly fat 
When she went any place 
She took up so much space 

She was forced to sit on a mat. 


80 


The bunjie jump is only a fad 

But the end results could be all bad 
Should your tether rope break 
And you land in a lake 

You could well find yourself on a slab. 


81 


When the Eighteenth Amendment was passed 
Many people said it would not last 

But for fourteen long years 

Amid toil and through tears 
It was against the law to be "gassed". 
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82 


A young college student name Nat 
Was bid to a prestigious frat 

He said: "If it attacks 

The Jews and the Blacks 
I do not want any of that." 


83 


A sick guest found a roach in his stew 
And began to create much ado 

Said the waiter: "Be still. 

We will give you a pill. 
That will make you feel as good as new." 


84 


A golfer whose last name was Rust 
Gave up on the game in disgust 
His drive had a kink 
That went in the drink 
And putting was almost a bust. 
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85 


A long cocktail hour breaks tension 
Especially at a convention 
When visions get cloudy 
And people speak loudly 
And no one pays any attention. 


86 


A blond stripper nicknamed Summer Gold 
Was a curvaceous sight to behold 

In crisp North Dakota 

And south Minnesota 
She was not booked because of the cold. 


87 


As a golfer I am no star 
But I envy players who are 
When I add my score 
It seems more and more 
I am thirty-five over par. 
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88 


Her folks had her christened as Gloria 
But she had it changed to Victoria 
She lived to regret it 
And said to forget it 
You never change names in Peoria. 


89 


When Ann said she married McGoof 
Both her dad and mom hit the roof 
"We will have it annulled 
Because he is thick skulled" 
But it proved to be only a spoof. 


90 


A track athlete whose name was DuBoz 
Was well-named by his team "twinkle toes" 
He lost the four-forty 
To his rival Shorty 
But the hundred he won by a nose. 
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ot 


In Cuba some fools sank the Maine 
And the cause was hard to explain 
Hearst and Theodore 

Both wanted a war 
And to put the blame on old Spain. 


92 


There was an fine lady from Leeds 
Who was known for scattering seeds 
She said when they grow 
It is good to know 
They are an improvement on weeds. 


93 


He was a guy from Montana 

Who wore a yellow bandanna 
The hue was to show 
And let people know 

He was the group’s top banana. 
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94 


She was tough Molly Maguire 

Who sang in the downtown church choir 
No matter how high 
The song went or why 

Molly could go one note higher. 


=.) 


An ancient ark builder was Noah 

Who housed cattle plus protozoa 
He took ducks and drakes 
And all species of snakes 

Including big ones like the boa. 


96 


A rich merchant whose name was Long 
Lived all of his life in Hong Kong 

He had a degree 

Harvard PhD 
But never belonged to a tong. 
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97 


When the quarterback was confronted 
With inches to go he just grunted 
Said: "I am satisfied 
With a score that is tied." 
Coach thought it insane but he punted. 


98 


He seemed a man to be trusted 
In every way was adjusted 
Folks could not believe 
That he could deceive 
But selling "pot" got him busted. 


99 


Abercrombie could not decide 
If he wanted Liz for his bride 
And while he tarried 
She up and married 
His best friend Sylvester von Hyde. 
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100 


There was a rich brewer named Diller 
Who was a successful distiller 

Said: "Beer courts disaster 

But whisky is faster 
And besides it is more of a thriller." 


101 


Delilah was Sampson’s mean spouse 
For shekels betrayed him—the louse 
And for a chiller 
He gripped a pillar 
And with his strength brought down the house. 


102 


There once was a time long ago 

When father said, "no" it meant no 
When friends asked him "Why?" 
He would not reply 

Other than "because I say so." 
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103 


There once was a white mother cat 
Who was a proud aristocrat 

All of her kittens 

Had charcoal mittens 
And whom did she credit for that? 


104 


There was a young outlaw named "Diz" 
Who made bank robbery his "biz" 
When asked for a reason 
"A bank is in season 
That is where the big money is." 


105 


Age twenty finds you in your prime 
Forty finds you starting to climb 
And at sixty-five 
If you should survive 
Eighty finds you in overtime. 
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106 


Behold the mighty dinosaur 

Lived many million years or more 
Had four sturdy legs 
And laid bulky eggs 

Was wiped out by the meteor. 


107 


Moses went to the mount alone 

Where God wrote commandments in stone 
While he was away 
The crowd went astray 

And fashioned a god of its own. 


108 


The spectrum has many a hue 

And people have pets it is true 
My mother liked yellow 
Because it is mellow 

But blue is my color for you. 
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109 


There was a young driver named Hoover 
Who lived in congested Vancouver 

But after a battle 

He moved to Seattle 
Where he had more space to maneuver. 


110 


There was a soprano named Bea 
Who could hit notes above a high D 
But she broke the glasses 
Of the lads and lasses 
So that they no longer could see. 


111 


Mohammedans exclaim "mashallah"! 
And speak of the Garden of Allah 
The bold Norsemen boast 
As they quaff a warm toast 
To Odin’s great hall in Valhalla. 


1 An Arabic exclamation signifying "What God has willed." 
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112 


Two youths from old Yokahama 
Ascended Mount Fugiyama 

When asked for advice 

On doing it twice 
Said: "Next time we’ll ride a llama." 


113 


Bacchus was the greek god of wine 
Product of the vineyard and vine 
And he well could be 
First in history 
To sing the song "Sweet Adeline." 


114 


The brave skipper of the Titanic 
Persistently refused to panic 

He did not leap or skip 

But went down with his ship 
Which sank in the cold North Atlantic 
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I have a friend—Terry O’Toole 
We were kids together in school 
And at Christmas time 
He greets me in rhyme 
Saying: "Hope you have a cool Yule." 


116 


The sky diver is fatalistic 
When he jumps he is realistic 
If the chute does not work 
When he gives it a jerk 
He becomes another statistic. 


117 


A well-known TV newscaster 
Admired by all as a master 
Resigned in despair 
When his bill-of-fare 
Was filled with crime and disaster. 
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118 


A cocktail waitress named Lilla 
Served whisky spiked with vanilla 
But her favorite drink 
She said with a wink 

Was hot rum and sarsaparilla. 


119 


A bullfighter named Salvator 

Won fame as a brave matador. 
But one day he slipped 
Got royally ripped 

The Great Salvator is no more. 


120 


St.Nick and his seven reindeer 

Sendg tidings that glow with good cheer 
Although many times told 
It will never grow old 

"Merry Christmas and Happy New Year." 
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121 


Nero’s reign was stuck in the mire 
It is said he set Rome afire 

Amid smoke and flame 

He put all the blame 
On Christians for rousing his ire. 


122 


Hecate was Goddess of Night 
The symbol of terror and fright 
And each Halloween 
She often was seen 
At a crossroad or graveyard site. 


123 


He found for him life was dismal 
The depth of his pain was abysmal 
And all of his joints 
Were sharp needlepoints 
Because he were so rheumatismal. 
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124 


Two wives at one time is called bigamy 
And three at a time is dubbed trigamy 
And if you want more 
To add to your score 
You will favor legal polygamy. 


125 


He was a sexy Latino 

Who did his strip dance in Reno 
His lack of attire 
Set the place afire 

And burned the bar and casino. 


126 


Jesse James was a bandit, alack! 
Who in early life got off the track 
And a wretched coward 
By the name of Howard 
Shot defenseless Jesse in the back. 
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127 


A young lady whose name was Lou Bevil 
Had a cousin whose name was Kay Neville 
In a spring fashion show 
Both wore dresses so low 
They were said to be cut to see-level. 


128 


Do not spend your time looking back 
Deploring the things that you lack 
Instead use your time 
While still in your prime 
Preparing new goals to attack. 


129 


Come down to old Limerick town 
The place has earned its renown 
Where quaint leprechauns 
Dance on the green lawns 
Like mischievous elves when they clown. 
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